Lou also would say, "Life is more than work." He was utterly devoted to his family, delighting in his children, his grandchildren, and in recent years his great grandchildren. His many students and friends could be forgiven for thinking ourselves part of that extended family as well. He nurtured our academic work, to be sure, with generous reading and careful probing. He nurtured our friendship with one another and loved finding what he called a "youngster" whose work stimulated him. He also stood with us in many a life crisis and in times of great joy. Little in my life can match the pleasure of picking up the telephone and hearing that unique voice, "Is this the Professor Gaventa? Do you have a minute?" Lou's life in all its parts reflected Christian commitment that was secure enough not to need publicity. In a statement he prepared for a class on I Corinthians in 1971, he wrote:
I believe that God is first and that his being first "makes all the difference." It means that he is there before I think of him and that he is the one who speaks life and thought and hope into existence. He stands at the base of every arrow which points to life; and his doing that is a large part of my understanding of what life is. That is to say, because God is first, I know that life is a gift from him. For Lou's students, indeed for all who study the New Testament, Lou Martyn himself was a gift.
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